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Planning Board / Public Hearing 

1099 Poplar Ridge Rd, Aurora, NY 13026 

January 8, 2019 

 

 

Public Hearing 

Chairman, Debbie Ross called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. 

 

Privilege from the floor 

Resident Margaret Flowers addressed the Planning Board and members of the community 

regarding the proposed firework law that the village is creating. There will be a public vote on 

January 8, 2019, at 4 pm. All are encouraged to attend.  

 

Suneast Solar Development / TRC Companies 

SunEast Development, LLC is proposing to construct an approximately 20MW solar 

photovoltaic array system on a portion of parcel 182.00-1-48.12. The Project will consist of 

ground-mounted, solar photovoltaic panels in a tracking configuration. The solar array system 

will consist of 73,629 modules and occupy approximately 131.5 acres of the Project Site. An 

access road will be constructed off of Dog Corners Road on the eastern side of the Site.  

 

Cayuga County Treasurer, Resident and a member of Cayuga County Project Service Agency, 

Jim Orman addressed the board in favor of this project. Orman believes that “This is a wave of 

the future and Ledyard can be a part of it. I support it.”. 

 

Rebbecca Ruggles, 1 year resident of Lake Rd. stated that we are in a climate crisis and we 

need to move rapidly. Ruggles is in favor of the proposed project.  

 

Resident Shirley Eagan of 2578 Fry Rd addressed the board and the public in regard to her 

concerns with the Suneast Solar company and the project. Egan addressed the Planning Board, 

Suneast Solar, and residents of the town. Egan stated that “ I am not against solar and worked 

with a solar development program”.  Egan has many concerns along with not receiving all the 

information she had been requesting from Suneast Solar. Eagan requested a site section (as 

did the Planning Board) which has not been provided. Eagan asked the developer for 

confirmation of the visual simulation being of the full site. Eagan also asked about the 

encroachment of the fence and treeline regarding the swale and its maintenance. Is the swale 

considered a wetland? Eagan would like to see to cores determination on this.  

 

Amy Torea, landowner read a letter to the planning board and residents. Torea understands the 

planning board and residents’ questions and concerns. If there are any negative impacts, Torea 

and Suneast will address the problems. Torea asked that the board approve the project as we 

are in critical need of renewable energy.  

 

Letter from a resident, Judy Jackson  

Jackson has been updated by neighbor Torea throughout the process. Jackson is in favor of the 

Dog Corner Solar Project.  
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Resident Karen Simkin, Understands that people want to conserve farmland but has a problem 

with a board telling residents and taxpayers what they can and can not do with their land. It 

would bother her that taxpayers could not do what they want, even though environmental items 

have been approved.  

 

Chairman Ross stated that there are still environmental problems that need to be addressed 

with this project before they can move forward. Swale was made (approx. 1998-99)  by Amy 

Torea’s father, Ron Buxenbaum who previously ran the farm prior to her take over in 1990. This 

swale serves a purpose and needs to be maintained. 

 

Board member, Mark Bailey said that during no time did anyone from the board say that they 

were NOT in favor of the solar project. Everyone needs to go through all the protocols. 

 

Jason Dickey from TRC Company addressed the residents and board in regard to the swale. It 

was TRC that reviewed and determined that this was not considered a wetland. Dickey said it 

was a very educated opinion to make this determination. Grassed all the way across (mostly 

upland), a meager 2-3” wide channel. Design is uplands. Engineering models say it will not 

impede stormwater flows with modelings to support and they do not have the flexibility to move 

panels. Dickey said they are willing to decrease the width of the parameter road so trucks can 

still get around by 12’ to solve the problem. Line of sight, Dickey apologized for any 

miscommunication but visual simulation is what he recalled. Dickey says they have been going 

above and beyond with the visual simulation because they are very “sophisticated and not 

cheap”. They think there is a solution to have the southern end shifted.  

 

John Binns, Town Board Member said it was discussed at the board meeting to keep the fence 

above grass waterway. It is impossible to maintain it if a fence is right above it. John Binns is a 

firm believer in landowners right and he is a farmer. Move fence above waterway, he is in favor 

of it.  

 

Once it goes through GML 239 (Jan. 16, 2020), the planning board will proceed. Additional 

information on the lease agreement should be reviewed between the town and the planning 

board. The decommissioning plan needs to be worked through. Boundaries, decommissioning 

plans, vegetative plants, and swale maintenance plans all still need to be completed. Dickey 

once again proposed shifting the fence out of the swale and providing new plans along with 

following through with Eagan’s request. Dickey asked what is next? The board has a proposal 

on what they want to see on the west boundary. A proposal for grass wetlands can be provided 

to TRC/Suneast along with the maintenance plan of the wetland, along with the setbacks. The 

decommissioning plan will be drawn up by the planning board and then onto the town board to 

carry the bond.  
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Chairman Ross did reach out to the army core regarding Eagan’s concerns and they said it was 

not considered a wetland. Eagan is urging the board to get a letter from the DEC.  

 

Much discussion was held regarding determining what is considered the top of the waterway 

and where the fence should go. The board had stated 10’ from the top of the waterway. Dickey 

stated that was not plausible for their design. Dickey does not understand why they have been 

asked to move back away from the swale. Bailey explained that there has got to be enough 

room to maintain the area, the safety of the equipment being used in the area, and the 

additional area for the vegetation. The planning board engineer recommends evaluating the 

section of property in question. Ron Buxenbaum stated he needed 14’ to maintain the swale 

while he worked the hayfield. Fence, vegetation, and room to maintain swale all need to be 

considered. Landowner Torea suggested all parties walk the property. All board members 

agreed that Torea’s proposal would be beneficial.  

 

Members of all parties will walk the property Wednesday, January 9, 2020, at 8 am. A work 

session will also be held at a date to be determined with the town planning board and the town 

board to discuss decommissioning.  

 

Public Hearing Closed 

A motion was made to close the public hearing at 8:25 pm. 

Motion made by  Mark Bailey 

Seconded by   Eric Littlejohn 

Ayes    5 

Nays    0 

Motion Carried 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made to approve the November 13 and December 04,  2019 minutes 

Motion made by  Mark Bailey 

Seconded by   Claire Moorehouse 

Ayes    5 

Nays    0 

Motion Carried 

 

Inns of Aurora Administration and Maintenance Facility 

Village of Aurora sent a notification of lead agency for the Inns of Aurora Administration and 

Maintenance Facility located at  492 Main Street, Aurora.  

 

 

 

Cornell Solar 
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The Cornell Solar farm was mowed during the summertime by an unknown person. Cornell said 

they did not mow it. It was asked that a letter be sent to Cornell regarding the southeast fence to 

be repaired and replant with boxwood in the fall. 

 

Adjourn 

A motion was made to adjourn 

Motion made by  Mark Bailey 

Seconded by   Eric Littlejohn 

Ayes    5 

Nays    0 

Motion Carried 

 

Adjourned at 8:36 pm. 

 

Respectively Submitted, 

 

 

Jamie Bailey, Town Clerk 

 

 

 


